
 

Year 3 Autumn 1 
 

Subject What is my child learning about at school? 

English 

Fiction: George and the Dragon 
Your child is learning to retell the story of George and the Dragon. They will engage in lots of drama 
activities and use props to bring the story to life. Following this, they will then create their own stories based 
on the structure of George and the Dragon. Each day they will practise writing complete sentences with 
correct punctuation. In Year 3, this will involve using direct speech (e.g. “Help! The fierce dragon is 
frantically trying to attack us,” belted the innocent citizens) and colons and commas after fronted 
adverbials (e.g. Later that day, I heard....). 
Non fiction 
This half term we will be focusing on creating a non-chronological report. The children will then create their 
own non-chronological report based on a mythological creature of their choice.  

You can support your child by encouraging them to explore stories about dragons and bravery. You can draw 
their attention to the language that authors have used to describe characters and settings. Ask the children 
to tell you the story of George and the Dragon, remember to encourage your child to use their intonation.  

Writing 

Nelson Handwriting  
Your child is continuing to write with their ‘Perfect Pencil Grip’ and ‘Posture for 
Writing’. All Year 3 children will be practicing their joined up handwriting across 
the curriculum. 

You can support your child by ensuring that they sit properly on their chair with their feet on the floor, 
facing the table with a pencil in their writing hand and their other hand on their work.  
 
Please ensure that your child completes their home learning in joined up writing and with a sharp pencil.  

Reading 

Sounds-Write (Phonics) 

 Splitting polysyllabic words into their syllables (e.g. Py/tha/go/ras) 

 Reading polysyllabic words with fluency and applying them in writing. 

 Spelling common homophones (hear/here, threw/through) and contractions (It’s, I’ve, should’ve) 

 Writing words with the prefix –dis, -mis, 
 

Whole Class Reading 
This half term, we will be reading The Iron Man by Ted Hughes focusing on core reading skills, such as predictions, 
inference and comprehension. We will also be learning key vocabulary through daily games and drama activities. 

You could support by exposing your child to a range of different reading materials in the real world. For 
example; reading recipes, following instructions to play a game/make a model, reading an email to/from a 
family member/pen pal, reading a flyer, looking at a holiday brochure or reading the newspaper.  

Mathematics 

Maths 
During this half term the children will begin to explore numbers up to 1000. They will compose and 
decompose numbers consisting of thousands, hundreds, tens and ones with a large focus on the value of each 
digit in a 3-digit number. They will be comparing and ordering numbers as well as adding and subtracting. 
In all maths lessons the children will be working on their investigative skills as well as mathematical reasoning.  

You could support at home by asking your child questions about their maths learning. For example, prove 
that… What if… If this equals…what might this equal? If we know that…what else do we know?  
E.g. If we know that 17 + 17 = 34 then what does 170 + 170 = ? 
 
Please ensure your child has further support with their times tables (2, 3, 4, 5 and 10 times tables with a 
focus on the 3 and 4 times tables). 

Core 
Knowledge 

Science – We will be learning about The Human Body. We will build upon learning from Year 2, learning 
about different systems including the muscular, skeletal, nervous and digestive.  
History- This half term we are venturing back in time to learn about the Stone Age and Iron Age. We will 
learn about the three periods of the Stone Age as well as the Bronze Age and the Iron Age. 
Art – We will be studying line. This will include exploring line, line weight and printing to create line.  
RE – We will be learning about different religions and exploring special celebrations. 

You could support at home by asking your children about their learning in these areas. Any additional 
learning from books or the internet in any of these areas would support the learning in the classroom.  

  



 
 

Character 

Your child will learn about Bravery (linked to George and the Dragon), Service and Love and Kindness. We 
will be delving deeply into these character virtues and unpicking and debating within these lessons. E.g. George 
(in George and the Dragon) takes on the dragon independently. On the surface this is very brave. As part 
of the lessons we will unpick this (E.g. It was brave of George to take on the dragon but was it sensible? Was 
it a good choice? Can we only be brave in our actions?) 

You can support your child by discussing the world around you, stories you read and the things that you see 
and hear. It would be great for you to share your own experiences of when you have been brave.   

Music 

We will begin our Violin and Viola lessons on Friday 17th September 2021.  

Once the music teachers feel confident that the children know how to hold their instruments correctly and 
treat them carefully, we will send them home so the children can rehearse, your support with this is hugely 
encouraged.  

Spanish 

This half term the children will be revisiting how to use every day Spanish words and phrases as well as 
learning how to say animals and their habitats. Spanish will be taught through songs, games and practical 
activities. 

You could support at home by practicing counting in Spanish and singing songs. 

P.E. and 
Dance 

This half term Year 3 children will be developing team work and co-ordination skills through a range of 
team based games and challenges. Please see the email dated 03.09.21 for further information.  

Please ensure your child comes into school wearing their full P.E. kit on their PE day. Children will not be 
getting changed at school until further notice. 

 
General reminder – Please ensure that your child has a reusable water bottle for class as well as a waterproof coat for the 
playground. This should be in school every day so that they can play outside come rain or shine. As we know, the weather in 
England can change very rapidly! All blazers, coats and PE kits must be clearly named. 


