
Year 4 Family Learning
Spring 1



What do you know about Talk for Writing?



Talk for Writing is…

• listening to and learning texts and stories

• taking part in drama and role-play

• drawing and story mapping

• collecting words and language strategies

• building children’s working knowledge of grammar.



The Model Text

• Changes every 3 weeks

• Traditional story structure

• Different text types

• Features SPAG objectives

• Children innovate and 

magpie from it

• Story map used to learn it

• Linked to WCR lessons



A typical unit

Cold Write Story Map Grammar Grammar Grammar

Grammar Short-Burst Write Reading as a writer Planning Planning

Innovation Innovation Innovation Innovation Innovation

• Fiction and non-fiction

Take a moment to match the learning 
journey (above) to your child’s book.



Tuesday 10th January 2023

Vocabulary:

• fiction

• suspense

• sentence

• main clause

• adverbial clause

• past tense



Tuesday 10th January 2023

Recap:

• What does past continuous tense mean?

Challenge:

• On your whiteboard, can you write some sentences in past continuous tense about 
this picture?

Mr Mouse was __________ when __________.



Tuesday 10th January 2023
LO: I can write sentences that use the past perfect tense to create 
suspense.

• Past perfect tense indicates a past action which is completed before another past 
action.



Kevin sobbed. He had just fell from his mother’s 
pouch.



Ronaldo celebrated like a madman. He had just 
scored his first goal for Al Nassr.



Mickey was furious! Goofy had stolen his lunch 
again.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-
TrE6VdtgLE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-TrE6VdtgLE


had or hadn’t + a past tense verb



A. Varjak’s muscles tensed. He hadn’t met a creature with such a peculiar appearance 
before.

B. Varjak’s muscles tensed. He hadn’t meet a creature with such a peculiar appearance 
before. 

C. Varjak’s muscles tensed. He hadn’t been meeting a creature with such a peculiar 
appearance before. 

• Which example makes most sense? 

• Why?

Remember: The formula is had or hadn’t + a past tense verb



Let’s innovate:

Varjak’s muscles tensed. He had _________ 
before.

Varjak’s muscles tensed. He had never seen such a hideous kitty before.

Varjak’s muscles tensed. He had only seen vampires in movies before.



Let’s innovate:

A shiver ran up Varjak's spine. He had _________ before.

Challenge:

Use the structure above to write your own sentence, choosing your own subject
and predicate.

_________ _________. _______ had 
__________ before. 



Tuesday 10th January 2023
LO: I can write sentences that use the past perfect tense to create 
suspense.



What can you do at home to help?

• Read daily

• Help learn the model text

• Sentence writing

• Home Learning



Any questions?


