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Subject What is my child learning about at school? 

English Literature 
 

Your child is learning to use their confident voice to retell stories using a ‘Talk for Writing’ approach. 
The story that we will be learning this term is The Very Hungry Caterpillar by Eric Carle. We will begin 
by retelling this story as a class using actions with our bodies. The children will work towards retelling the 
story independently, using props and story maps. Your child will continue learning about the structure of 
a story (beginning, middle and end) and make predictions about what might happen next within the 
story. We are also starting to write simple sentences about the story with a particular focus on finger 
spaces between words.  

Reading  
 
 

Your child is learning to segment and blend the sounds together in CVC words. For example, sat, pin, 
cat, dog, tap, run, sun. We will practise these skills during sounds lessons every day, using word builders, 
symbol search and symbol swap activities. These experiences will support your child when applying this 
knowledge in their independent reading and writing.   
 

We will be focusing on the following sounds: 

a,i,m,s,t,n,o,p,b,c,g,h,d,f,v,e,k,l,r,u,j,w,z 
Writing  Your child is continuing to practise their fine motor skills, ‘Perfect Pencil Grip’ and forming their 

sounds correctly using the Nelson handwriting scheme. 

Mathematics  
 

Each day the children will continue taking part in a Maths Meeting where they will revise and consolidate 
concepts. We will be focusing on the value of numbers 0-5, how to write them and where they sit on a 
number line. We will continue to develop our understanding of size, shape, pattern and capacity. We will 
be linking our maths teaching to our knowledge topic, ‘Minibeasts’. For example, counting the legs on a 
spider, observing patterns seen on insects and comparing the size, length or shape of various minibeasts.  

Knowledge  
 
Science, History, Geography, 

Technology, Art, RE 

Our unit this term is ‘minibeasts’. Your child will be learning about different types of minibeasts, their 
life cycles and their habitats. We will look at some of the features of the different types of minibeasts, 
for example, how many legs do they have? How do they move around? We will also be spending lots of 
time outdoors observing the bug hotel, going on bug hunts in the garden and helping to care for the 
environment, such as watering the plants, using our compost to feed the worms and providing feed for 
the birds. 
 
We will be exploring tenses and discussing what we have observed yesterday and what we predict will 
happen tomorrow.  
 
We will be creating different types of puppets. We will explore, sock puppets, finger puppets and dowel 
puppets. 
 
We will also be starting our Forest School this term which we are very excited about!  

Character  
 

Character, PSHE, Music 
Spanish 

This term your child will be learning about the virtues of honesty, gratitude and creativity. We will do 
this through stories that relate to these virtues and participation in whole class Circle Times. These 
opportunities will foster the understanding and everyday practise of these virtues within the classroom 
and around the wider school community.  
 
In our PSHE lessons, we will be focusing on the topic of ‘Healthy Me’. We will be exploring which foods 
are good for our bodies and which we should eat in moderation. We will observe how our bodies change 
after exercise and how exercise can make us feel better.  
 
Your child sings with their class every day for enjoyment and to reinforce their learning. We will be 
continuing our learning of instrument families (string, brass, percussion, woodwind) as wells as exploring 
beat, rhythm, tempo (fast and slow) and dynamics (loud and soft). Your child will also be using 
instruments to add sound effects to a story. We will listen to the different sounds that instruments 
make and discuss how they sound and what types of things they could represent in our story. 
 
In our Spanish learning we will be recapping ‘hello’ ‘thank you’ ‘goodbye’ the numbers to 10 in Spanish 
and colours. We will also be introducing minibeast names. 



 

 

 
 

 
Subject How can I support my child’s learning at home? 

Reading Please continue to read with your child every day and support them to read simple 3 sound words 
such as ‘jug’ by saying the sounds and blending them together. Close the book after they have finished 
reading and ask them to tell you the sounds in some of the simple words contained in the text. For 
example, “Can you tell me the sounds in dog ?” Your child should be able to begin to say the individual 
sounds as “d-o-g.” This questioning will support them to apply their sounds to their writing as well. 
Also, please continue to read to your child regularly (fiction and non-fiction texts). This will support 
their phonic knowledge and help them build a broad and rich vocabulary. When you are reading with 
your child, please ensure that you ask questions related to the text to continue to develop your child’s 
comprehension skills. 

Writing It is essential that your child masters forming their sounds correctly.  Encourage them to practise their 
‘Perfect Pencil Grip’ and write regularly at home using a pencil and paper. Please continue to 
encourage your child to write their own name independently using Nelson handwriting, the correct 
sound formation and positioning on the line. You can also ask your child to write down CVC words 
independently by giving them a word, such as hat. Say the word slowly so that they can hear the 
individual sounds. Allow them to find and copy the sound from a sound sheet if required (see 
attached sound sheet). 

Mathematics Please continue to practise number recognition (to 20) as well as forming numbers correctly. A number 
line in the bedroom is a very useful tool!  
Continue to encourage your child’s learning of: 
-Positional language, by asking them the position of an everyday object or item in your home or in the 
outdoors environment. For example, the ball is on top of the box, the ball is next to the box, the ball is 
inside the box.  
-Shape, by noticing and describing the shape of objects you can see within your home, on your journey 
to/from school or when out shopping. 

Core Knowledge  As we are looking at different minibeasts and their features, you could look out for bugs in the 
garden or at the park. Have discussions about how they look and where they live. You can watch 
YouTube clips of different minibeasts where you get a close up view of them in their natural 
surroundings. For example, a spider spinning its web or a caterpillar forming a chrysalis.  

Character As we are focusing on honesty, gratitude and creativity this term, you can help reinforce these virtues 
in a number of ways each day. Encourage your child to tell the truth and discuss why honesty is 
important. You may want to highlight things that you are grateful for. You can also encourage 
creativity at home by providing opportunities for art and craft activities, baking, painting or 
constructing models with various materials, such as blocks or lego. 

 
 
 
 

 
 


